Psychiatric symptomatology and the recall of positive and negative personality information.
Various studies from the cognitive information processing tradition have shown that neuroticism is particularly associated with the preferential processing of negative information about the self. Just over 60 'normal' subjects completed the Langner (1962, Journal of Health and Human Behaviour, 3, 269-276) 22 measure of minor psychiatric symptoms. Later, they were presented with a list of positive, neutral and negative trait words for self-rating. After 1 hr, subjects were asked to recall all the trait words. As predicted, the Langner (1962) score was associated with an increased probability of recalling negative self-referent information (r = 0.36). Implications for therapy are considered.